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of Louville, who could gain nothing. He did not fail
to remain five or six days with the Due de Saint-
Aignan, and to make him act as ambassador in order
to obtain an audience of the King, although Saint-
Aignan was hurt at being kept ignorant of the object
of the other's mission.

Louville did not dare to call upon a soul, for fear of
committing himself, and nobody dared to call upon
him. He hazarded, however, for curiosity, to go and
see the King of Spain pass through a street, and ascer-
tain if, on espying him, he would not be tempted to
hear him, in case his arrival, as was very possible, had
been kept a secret. But Alberoni had anticipated
everything. Louville saw the King pass, certainly, but
found it was impossible to make himself perceived by
his Majesty. Grimaldo came afterwards to intimate
to Louville an absolute order to depart, and to inform
the Due de Saint-Aignan that the King of Spain was
so angry with the obstinacy of this delay, that he would
not say what might happen if the stay of Louville was
protracted; but that he feared the respect due to a
representative minister, and above all an ambassador
of France, would be disregarded.

Both Louville and Saint-Aignan clearly saw that all
audience was impossible, and that in consequence a
longer stay could only lead to disturbances which
might embroil the two crowns; so that, at the end of
seven or eight days, Louville departed, returning as
he came. Alberoni began then to breathe again after
the extreme fear he had had. He was consoled by this
proof of his power, which showed he need no longer
fear that any one could approach the King without his